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THE ALPINE CLUB OBITUARY: Election. 
Corry, R. • • • • • • • 1895 
Oppenheim, E. C. • • • • • --1895 
Bowdoin, H. W. C. • • • • • 1896 

~ 

Kirkpatrick, W. T. 1898 • • • • • 

Johns, Lt.-Col. W. G. • • • • • 1909 
Holland, Dr. C. Thurstan • 

• • • • 1919 
Burnet, W. C. • • • • • • 1929 
Bull, W. S. • • • • • • 1933 
Streatfeild, Major N. R .. • • • • 1939 

THE ALPINE JOURNAL. Owing to Government regulations, it is 
necessary to restrict the size of each issue within definite limits. The 
Editor believes that the majority of members will prefer to receive 
two smaller numbers annually rather -than one larger number only .. 
In certain details it is now impossible to get full reference, since the 
Club records and library have been distributed among many members 
who have undertaken to safeguard them until the coming of better 
times. We acknowledge with warmest gratitude these acts of generosity 
and the debt which we all owe to our Honorary Secretary and Assistant 
Secretary for their devoted labour in organising this distribution. 

•• 

GIFTS OF AMBULANCES. In addition to the ambulance presented 
by Am~rican members of the Alpine Club, of which we publish here 
a photograph, funds have now been secured for the provision of a 
second ambulance in memory of Major N. R. Streatfeild, R.A., M.C., 
who was attached to the first American K2 expedition of 1938. We 
express our warm appreciation to the American members for this 
further act of generosity. 

• 

FROM NEw ZEALAND. Mr. A. P. Harper writes from Wellington, 
under date January 28, 1941 : 

'Here the N.Z.A.C. held a School for young would-be climbers 
at which some seventy or eighty attended and received sound training 
in first principles. The School was a success and played on the peaks 
around the Tasman Glacier. . . 

'The Christmas holiday period was ideal climbing weather, and 
several good climbs were done. I was going to take a hand in the 
School, but my son-in-law was so hard up for labour on his tobacco 
farm that I put in fourteen days' hard labour to help him and in spite 
of my 76 years did seven hours a day and felt very fit after it. . . . 

' N.Z.A.C. celebrates its fiftieth year this year.' 
We congratulate the New Zealand Alpine Club on their Golden 

Jubilee, with every good wish for the future. In his letter Mr. ~arper 
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refers with gratitude to the encouragement given in its years of infancy 
to the N.Z.A.C. by such distinguished figures as Horace Walker, 
Charles Pilkington, Clinton Dent and C. E. Mathews among others 
of a select circle 'over which Miss Lucy Walker reigned.' Mr. 
Harper's two sons are now on active service, one with the New Zealand 
forces, the other with the R.A.F. They will both be welcome at this 
Club, alike for themselves as in honour of their· father. 

MR. GEOFFREY HASTINGS. The death is reported early this year 
of Mr. Geoffrey ; Hastings, formerly a member of the Alpine Club, 
well known as one of Mummery's companions, to whom constant 
reference is made in My Climbs in the Alps and Caucasus, both for 
his skill and endurance on the mountain side and for the weight and 
attractive contents of his rucksack. We have received the following 
note from Mr. W. P. Haskett-Smith: 

' Great muscular strength, grim determination, and a certain manual 
dexterity admirably qualified him as an oarsman and served him 
equally well later when he had taken up mountaineering. He owed 
his initiation in our sport to Cecil Slingsby and also his introduction 
to A. F. Mummery. These two, completed by Dr. Collie, formed 
the finest trio of their day and inspired the · highest hopes when they 
started on their Himalayan .campaign in r895. However, the whole 
expedition was wrecked by the loss of their brilliant leader, and the 
Yorkshireman in making .his return journey failed to observe certain 
conditions which the Government of India had imposed. This led· 
to great trouble and resulted in his resignation from this Club. 

' He did not, however, lose his interest in the mountains, recording 
his expeditions in a series of admirable photographs. I have many · 
happy memories of such days spent with him in Great Britain, ·the 
Alps, Dauphine, and Arctic Norway. 

'He wa.s also a devoted dancer, though to those who knew him in 
both aspects, the rugged campaigner and the urbane Master of Cere
monies seemed almost irreconcilable. But these were minor accom
plishments. It was as a mountaineer that he really shone, and his 
step-cutting in particular was rapid and untiring ; be the difficulty 
and danger what they might, no one could wish for a stauncher comrade.' 

. . 

A CRoss ON THE BIETSCHHORN. On August 27, 1940, a party of 
·guides and porters from the Lotschental carried a cross to the summit 
· of the Bietschhorn and there fixed .it in the rock. The passage from 
valley to summit took eight hours. The cross was dedicated by Prior 
Siegen of Kippel. · 

From Die Atpen . 
• 

ScHMADRIBRUNNEN HuT. A new hut, the property of the A.A.C. 
Bern, has been erected, .at the height of 2200 m., at head of the Lauter
brunnen valley beneath the Grosshorn, about 5 hours' walking distance 
from Stechelberg. It will serve for the many expeditions, mostly of 
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a severe character, on the northern slopes stretching from the Mittaghorn 
to the Lauterbrunnen Breithorn. 

From Die A/pen. 

MR. ·H. W. C. BownoiN. The Editor regrets that he has been 
unable to obtain an In Memoriam notice of Mr. Bowdoin, who had 
lived for many years in Sicily ~t Taormina. The following account 
of an accident on the Matterhorn, taken from a letter written by him 
dated August 4, 1938, may well be of interest to our readers. 

' The descent of the Zmutt ridge with an injured guide, Aloys 
Burgener, took place in the first days of _September 1895., when the 
ridg.e was not as well known as it is now ; I did not then even know 
that it had ever been descended. I have been trying to piece together 
the various things that I remember, but I have not succeeded in making 
a satisfactory record of what was. by far the most trying climb I ever 
made. At midday, at a point some fifty feet below a Kopf of the ridge 
where it turns into the W. face, Aloys who came as a guest and was 
4th on the rope had his skull fractured by a stone dislodged by the 
2nd on the rope ; in passing it hit the back of my head and cut off 
my spectacles which were on an elastic band round my hat. Number 
2 lost his footing but was held by .No. I. I got the rope round a boss 
of rock and was able to hold on when the shock came, though I was 
pulled into a cramped stooping position by the rope which slipped 
round the very inadequate boss. Numbers I and 2 climbed down 
and relieved me of the strain which would have pulled me down in 
another moment. -

' We got Aloys up on to the little plateau where the :ridge goes into the 
W. face. I climbed on alone, hoping that . we might be able to get 
to the top and descend by an easier way. The rocks on the W. face 
were much drier than those in the couloir which had much powdery 
snow. I got up a long way but descended when they shouted to me 
that Aloys was showing signs of life ; we had thought him dead. We 
all tried to get him up to the top, but the rocks were much less steep 
than those of the couloir and the effort of lifting and pushing him 
made him lose so much blood that we had to give it up at once. At 
5 P.M. we started down. At 7.50 we stopped for the night in a horribly 
insecure position. At 6.15 A.M. we started on down. The rocks 
were ieed ; I got two fingers frostbitten.. How we got down the 
couloir and made the traverse to tlie teeth I really do not know. Aloys 
tried n~w and then to move and any slip would have pulled us all down; 
he cried out from time to time but was not in his right mind. The 
ridge was all ice, but w.e had cut very good big steps all the way and 
that saved us. We got down to our sleeping place where Aloys talked 
again in his right mind. We went on down to a mu~h lower sleeping 
place which we had used on an attempt two days before· this one, 

. when we turned back on account of a very high wind. We reached 
this at 5·45 P.M. Number 2 and I hastened to the Staffelalp and I 
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·went on alone to Zermatt which I reached at 8.30 P.M. A number 
of guides left after a very short delay and got Aloys down the next 
morning. From the moment of the accident we had very good luck 
and we made no .mistakes we could not afford to. 

' It was a most interesting descent ; I only wish that I could re
member all the details or find the account of it that I wrote 43 years 
ago. 

' I could imagine that it might not be a difficult route if the great 
couloir were dry; but Alexander Burgener, who was with us at 
Sta:ffelalp and could not climb as he had hurt his shoulder, told me 
after examining the couloir through a glass that there was a good deal 
more snow than when he made the first ascent with Mummery ; he 
rather do~bted our getting up but told me to try and said that if we 
once got above the great couloir we should certainly be all right ; we 

' were within 50 ft. of doing this when the thing happened. Aloys 
lived on till 1934; he was 45 at the time of the accident.' 

CoNGRATULAtiONS. We congratulate Professor H. K. Corning 
on the attainment of his 8oth birthday, and Dr. J. Monroe Thorington 
on his election as President of the American Alpine Club . 

. 

· ·FROM AMERICA. A dinner was held on October 25, 1940, which 
was attended by the following members of the Alpine Club : Messrs. 
J. C. Case, J. Ellis Fisher, C. F. Gates, H. S. Hall, J. M. Thorington, 
William Williams, Joseph Wood, W. A. Wood, with Messrs. Howard 
Palmer and Carlton F. Fuller, of the American Alpine Club, as guests. 
Mr. Williams gave the toast 'British Victory.' After the dinner Mr. 
Williams related the attempt on Mount St. Elias in 1888, and there was 
a discussion on modern climbing. 

Mr. Bradford Washburn has conducted an expedition to Mt. 
Bertha. Miss Elizabeth Knowlton and Mr . . Cowles have visited the 
mountains of Colombia~ the scene of the Cabot expedition of 1940 
(A.J. 52. 243 sqq.). Mr. and Mrs. I. A. Richards were in the Rockies 
last summer and visited Florida and the Great Smokies this January. 
Mr. and Mrs. R. L.M. Underhill have been ski-ing at Mont Tremblant 
Lodge. ' It was 22° below zero Fahrenheit when we arrived, and it · 
has been cool ever since. Bob doesn't like to go out in the morning 
until it warms up too, but sometimes he has to, or stay in all day.' 

' 

FROM THE ALPS. It is reported that Leonard Carrel of Valtour· 
nanche, son of Jean-Antoine Carrel, died last January. 

In the same month a serious fire occurred at the Bear Hotel, Grindel
wald, causing much damage to the structure and contents. 

MR. R. L. RANDALL. To our great regret, Mr. Randall, who for 
many years has been in charge of all ALPINE JouRNAL matters with 
Messrs. Spottiswoode, Ballantyne and Co., has now retired from work . 
at the age of 71. In a gracious letter he expresses his thanks for the 
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cordiality and consideration which. he has ·received from the various 
Editors during an association which began with Captain Farrar, and 
we wish to place here on record the great benefit which each Editor 
has enjoyed from his eipert advice and unfailing cooperation. Every. 
good wish for his years of honourable retirement. 

INHERITED TALENT. We learn from a private letter that Fraulein 
Helene Lochmatter, daughter of the incomparable Franz, continues 
her career in the mountains. This summer, in company with a friend 
from Zurich, and guided by Remy Theytaz of Zinal, son of the late 
Louis Theytaz, and Adolf Rubi of Grindelwald, she traversed the 
Dent Blanche from Zinal to Bricolla, ascending by the Viereselgrat. 
Shortly after this expedition, the same party bivouacked below the 
Schallijoch, and next day traversed the W eisshorn to Zinal via the 
Schalligrat and N. arete. She has now returned to the plains, in 
preparation for her examinations of next spring. We hear also that 
her young ~rother Franzi, at school in Engelberg, has obtained a very 
satisfactory report from his schoolmaster, showing a decided improve
ment on his previous standard ! 

CASUALTY. Captain L. Claud Bower, K.R.R.C., repo~ted' missing,' 
is now stated to have been killed in action. He was with Claude 
Wilson and myself in the Oetztal in 1934. Alone with him I traversed 
the Wildspitze, W eisskugel and Hoch Wilde, as well as· other less
known pe~ks. A man of spendid physique and endurance, he would 
doubtless have become a first-class mountaineer. He had done a fair 
amount of rough climbing and shooting in the Himalaya. As an 
example of Bower's powers, I recollect that after our traverse of 
the Hoch Wilde we returned to the (new) Karlsruhe hut en ·route for 
Ober Gurgl. · Soon afterwards, on our way down, he left me to_ explore 
one of the side glens on the right bank of the Gurgl Glacier~ He 
begged me not to . wait for him as he might be away some time. He 
returned about 7 P.M., having traversed right over one of the side 
ridges, climbing a peak on that ridge and descending by another glen 
to Ober Gurgl. His last letter to me wa~ from the Andaman Islands 
where he was serving with a detachment of his battalion. He hoped 
( 1 938) to be able to join one of the Himalayan expeditions then fitting 
out. · 

Bower fell, it appears, in the splendid attempt to d.efend Calais 
in May, 1940; in which the 6oth, Rifle Brigade and Queen Victoria's 
Rifles so greatly distinguished themselves. 

E. L. STRUTT. 
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